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Mr Mark English

A passionate chemist who is willing to

take on new challenges

Teaching Chemistry and Integrated Science, Mr
English is yet another new foreign teacher welcomed
to the St Stephen’s family. Mr English’s enthusiasm for
teaching blossomed when he coached his children’s
football team in 1995. Despite him working in the
pharmaceutical industry for many years, he decided to
gain his teacher’s certificate in 2001. Mr English stated
in the interview, “l enjoy the satisfaction of watching
young people gain skills and become more confident
when goals are met.”

Surprisingly, Mr English had never been to Asia
before his wife was offered a position in Hong Kong
just last year. “We only visited Hong Kong in 2014. |
found the energy and unique characters that the city
possesses to be so interesting that we decided my wife
should take the position.” Mr English added, “I started
looking for a job from September 2014 onwards. | then
went to a teacher job fair and there | met Ms Yang and
Mr Barham.” Impressed with the beauty of the campus
and the amiable people he met, Mr English decided to
teach in St Stephen'’s.

Young people are very similar, no matter where
they come from

Talking about the dissimilarities between St
Stephen’s students and the ones he taught in
America, Mr English told us that they are indeed not
different. He further gave a compliment to his
students in both countries. “Young people are very
similar, no matter where they come from. They are all
very curious, very inquisitive and certainly fun to
work with.” Mr English, however, also mentioned that
students can sometimes be much disorganized and
their homework often disappears into the black
holes they call their rucksacks. “Just by keeping their
individual subject work in separate folders, they will
find that they can find things so much easier” Mr
English suggested the students.

Although we now all view Mr English as a
respectable Science teacher, he admitted that he was
in fact a naughty student in class and constantly drove
his teachers insane. Even so, Mr English liked almost
everything and was at least willing to rally round at
the end of the year to do his best in any exams. He
moreover told us that his least favorite subjects were
Woodwork and Metalwork. Mr English recalled, “I was
never very good at those two subjects. | remember
taking an aluminum fish that | had created in metalwork
and seeing how many Bunsen burners all aimed at it
was required to turn it into a molten blob.”

At the end of the interview, Mr English advised
students to try new activities and get involved as much
as they can. He said, “You will find that the years will fly
by and you will regret not getting involved in as many
activities as possible. Find the things, the subjects that
you really enjoy and pursue them.”
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Interview wif?w Ms Isabel Cuadrado

Another Joining the big St Stephen’s family this
year is our English and Spanish teacher, Ms Cuadrado,
who used to be a translator and an editor in the
publishing field. Even though both her former
professions involve the use of different languages,
they have a rather unstable prospect. According to
Ms Cuadrado, translating and editing are both very
unstable professions. She therefore decided to become a
teacher as it is a more stable which also involves the
use of languages, her areas of expertise. Looking for a
position to teach Spanish, Ms Cuadrado was very happy
to join our College.

Living on the school campus, Ms Cuadrado finds
our College a lovely place with a very nice environment,
unlike heavily-polluted Shanghai where she lived
for some time. In addition, she finds the people in St
Stephen’s really amiable and friendly. She joyfully stated
during the interview, “The teachers are like a family. |
used to work in an international school before and
believe me, it is not at all the same.” Ms Cuadrado also
mentioned that the English standard of students in our
College is much better than she expected. Nevertheless,
she pointed out that those she teaches are indeed very
shy in class and that keeping them attentive in class
poses a great challenge. “l am currently trying to change
my teaching strategies and work on how to build the
relationship with them so they can feel more
comfortable, confident in class.” Ms Cuadrado added.
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Building a strong bond between teachers and
students is the most important thing

Despite her being a language teacher, Ms
Cuadrado enjoys a wide range of diverse activities
outside school. She mentioned that she loves sports
like hiking, swimming and running, and also favors
art-related activities or anything that allows her to
decorate stuff. Ms Cuadrado further told us that she
was born of artistic parents and has been immersed in
an art-filled environment since she was little. Even as a
student, Ms Cuadrado admitted she was definitely
much more art-oriented than science-oriented. She also
confessed of only being good in subjects that she favors.

In the capacity of a former learner, Ms Cuadrado
advised her current students to take advantage of
having a foreign tutor, try not to be shy in class and
forge a close relationship with teachers. “Building a
strong bond between teachers and students is the most
important thing. Students should also try to be open
and look at the world in different ways. | certainly look
forward to seeing students improve in these aspects.”
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Miss Judy Leung is another new member
welcomed to the St Stephen’s family just this year.
Gladly, our new English teacher has been enjoying her
stay so far. “All the students are very nice. For now,
| still think that most of them are very eager to learn
and | am impressed by how seriously they treat their
studies in here. It is quite different from my previous
school.” Leung stated gleefully during the interview and
described our students as friendly and diligent.

Miss Leung’s passion of teaching was budded
since her secondary school days. “During my years in
secondary school, | was having some family issues. |
then met a very nice teacher who helped me face those
problems and overcome a lot of difficulties.” Having had
such a life-changing role model, she was inspired to
pursue teaching as her future career. Her positive view
of education as a wonderful and meaningful tool for
adolescents contributed to her great devotion in
teaching.

Devoted to Teaching -

Ms Judy Leung

When asked to give her opinion on the
toughest aspect of teaching young, spirited students,
Leung confessed that it can be difficult to find out what
her students really want with their studies and their
lives when they are not at all motivated. “It can be hard
to motivate them to pursue dreams or figure out what
they truly want in their lives. If they themselves do not
have a single clue, sometimes | struggle when | am
assisting them.” Moreover, Miss Leung advised students
to seize the opportunities for learning different things
to discover what we truly want to be. “I think knowing
your targets and who you want to become in the
future is really important. This school provides you with
a lot of opportunities to learn different things. You can
develop various interests and even find out who you
really are and what you want to do in the future during
the process. Therefore, do seize and make use of these
opportunities.”

Miss Leung herself did in fact seize her
opportunities during her vyears in university by
participating in various school activities. She was
an active member of the drama club, choir and
volleyball team, of which she regarded these
experiences as ‘fulfilling’. “For me, it was a very
happy and rewarding experience to work with different
people. Taking part in these activities, you get to meet
a lot of people with different character traits and
personalities. You also get to learn how to cooperate
with others.” She believes that the group solidarity
built in the process of collaboration and compromise is
something Hong Kong students cannot obtain from
their studies, but only through these first-hand
experiences.



Becoming
Baldies for Charity

M St.Baldrick’s
U

FOUNDATION

Aiming at raising funds for childhood cancer
research and showing support to children who lose
their hair during cancer treatments, St Baldrick’s
Foundation is a volunteer-driven charity that has
organized nearly 4200 head-shaving events since
2000. Even more impressively, over 190,500
individuals throughout the world have shaved their
heads to support the foundation’s mission.

This year in Hong Kong, a St Baldrick’s
head-shaving event was held on 17th October in
the Aberdeen Boat Club. Seeing that this event has
such a great purpose and powerful message behind,
21 brave souls stood up proudly and volunteered
to shave their heads. Among the 21 shavees were
Mr Victor and Ms Madalena, two foreign English
teachers of our school.

During the head-shaving event, Mr Victor
and Ms Madalena agreed to shave their heads when
others were willing to donate the specified amount
of money they pledged to raise. There was also an
online page on the St Baldrick’s website where friends
of the shavees donated if they could not make it to
the event. Together, Mr Victor and Ms Madalena
were able to raise about HK$9,000 on the spot and
almost HK$30,000 online for the Foundation.

adaddicke
TURIATION



For us, shaving our heads bald may seem like
an extremely terrifying and audacious thing to do.
However, both Mr Victor and Ms Madalena said that
they were not at all agitated and were even thrilled
to participate in the event as it was very meaning-
ful. They viewed it as a wonderful way to contrib-
ute to children’s cancer research by raising money
and awareness, as well as showing compassion and
solidarity for the poor children who lose their hair
during chemotherapy treatments.

More than 175,000 children are diagnosed with
cancer each year

Having shaved their heads for such an amazing
cause, Mr Victor and Ms Madalena would also like to
encourage every one of us to help support St Baldrick’s
Foundation and these events. Globally, more than
175,000 children are diagnosed with cancer each year.
Although St Baldrick’s Foundation has successfully
raised more than US$118 million over the years, the
need for children’s cancer research funding is, however,
still very dire. In other words, more and more children

will be suffering from these dreadful diseases until we
find a way to prevent it.

In order to fund promising research initiatives to find
a cure and fight childhood cancer, we students can all
support charities like St Baldrick’s Foundation
simply by donating money. Even as youngsters who
cannot contribute much, small donations from each
of us can collectively have a huge impact. Every bit of
effort counts, no matter how small and insignificant
it may seem. Therefore, if you are willing to make a
difference in this world, just donate a small part of your
pocket money. This small action of yours may actually
change a child’s life forever.

St Baldrick’s Foundation event donation page:

https://www.stbaldricks.org/events/ta2015
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Flying Dreains Come True

“As we took off into the skies, buildings
beneath us started to shrink. People became ants,
and towns are now the size of my palm. We climbed,
until everything disappeared. And finally, we entered
into a world of our own.” | remember writing about
my first flight for a composition in Form 3. Although
| wasn’t too keen on becoming a commercial pilot,
flying had always been a dream of mine. Whether
it was because of watching the TV show “Triumph
in the Skies”, or that my English name is, in fact,
Angel, I never quite understand the reason behind my
determination. All | know is that | love being right
next to the clouds and listening to the whispers of
the wind.

Hence, | decided to spend two weeks on a
flying course held in Brisbane during the
summer break with Hong Kong Flight Training Centre
(HKFTC). It was winter in Australia during my visits.
We were taken to the flight training school in Redcliffe
Aerodrome, where our journey began, on our
second day in Brisbane. Unfortunately, due to the
gusting wind, all planes were made to be grounded.
We made use of the extra bit of time to strengthen
our flight theories, and were shown proper pre-flight
checks by the instructors.

| love being right next to the clouds and
listening to the whispers of the wind

On the third day, | finally had the chance to
experience my first flight on a light aircraft. To be
honest, | did feel a bit different than normal flights
in commercial jets. | was a bit tense when we took
off. However, as soon as we reached a few hun-
dred feet, | started to see “people becoming ants,
and towns becoming the size of my palm”, just like

how | had always imagined it to be. | was thrilled,
pleased even, and tremendously grateful for images
that once were only figments of my imagination to
actually take place right before my eyes.

People becoming ants, and towns becoming
the size of my palm

For the remaining time of our stay, we had
the opportunity to fly once or twice each day. We
were learning all about the basics of flying, which
ranged from the effects of controls to circuit flying. It
didn’t take me long to realize that | couldn’t actually
fly into the clouds by law, and that the noise of the
propeller would actually block all the whispers
of the wind. All that didn’t really matter though.
Simply having the chance to take a closer look at the
sky through the cockpit window was good enough.
Moreover, flying requires immense concentration.
Pilots have to remember all the procedures for
completing tasks and check if the plane is
performing well. More importantly, we are always on
a constant lookout for other planes to prevent any
mid-air collisions. | was so focused that | hadn’t even
noticed when Richard, my instructor took a picture
of me!

Our flight trainings were divided into
sessions, each with distinct learning focus. My most
memorable flight experiences were sessions 5, 7, and
9.Session 5 wasaboutstall recovery, whichwe learned
how torecoverthe plane whilelosingthe leastaltitude
possible. Stalling can be disastrous if not handled
properly, but | had great fun practicing the
procedures.Duringmyfirstattempt,|lledtheplaneintoa
secondary stall during recovery, which was bad. In
my second, | led the plane into a third stall during the
recovery of the secondary stall, which was even worse

Fu Nga Ching Angel



than the attempt before. Richard and | couldn’t

stop laughing on the plane. As | persisted in
practicing, | got better. Much better that | managed to
recover a stall within 70 feet (The requirements for a
commercial pilot is within 50 feet). Richard and |
were both very proud, he even shouted “Yes!” on the
plane! That totally made my day.

Sessions 6 to 10 focused on circuit flying, which
means flying a plane in circles repeatedly, taking off
and landing on repeat. During session 7, which was
only my second circuit training, | had the chance to
fly with Brendan, the chief flight instructor of the
school. Brendan is an amazing instructor. Not that he
had amazing flying skills, but more so the way that he
allows his students to make mistakes and actually
learn from their experiences. | performed 6 circuits
in that particular session, in which all landings |
performed were hard. Instead of giving me
buckets of corrections and adjustments, he simply sat
patientlyandbumpedhardontherunwaywithmyevery
landing. | felt quite sorry and embarrassed

after that flight, but Brendan reassured me with
his classic warm smile and assured me that |
was making very good progress as a student
pilot who just had a second circuit session. |
was more relieved afterwards, and | felt really
grateful to have flied with such an amazing instructor.

Setting the flaps up, pushing the throttle,
and soaring into the sky

After that session, | did more chair flying and
practiced a few times with the flight simulator.
Finally, during my 9th flight, | performed my first
ever soft landing! | aimed at the numbers on the
runway as usual and kept descending, reducing the
power, and start flaring. Richard kept calling, “back
pressure, back pressure, keeping pulling, back
pressure, keep pulling...” | was in hyper focus at that
instant, staring straight ahead at the end of the
runway, pulling the control yoke backwards bit by bit.
Gently, the wheels touched the runway. | looked at
Richard and he started clapping, and said, “I didn’t
touch the controls. | didn’t touch any of the controls
at all. You just did that landing.” | was thrilled at that
moment, butsoonrecoveredfromthehypeaslpulledmy
focus back onto taking off, setting the flaps up,
pushingthethrottle,andsoaringintotheskyonceagain.

Never had | imagined flying a light aircraft, not
to mention doing so at the age of 16. | was so glad that
after going through such long hesitation, | finally made
up my mind to participate in this trip. A lot of times
when we make decisions there are things that hold us
back. The first step to making your dream come true
is, therefore, be courageous enough to take one step.
One baby step will take you a long way. Of course, after
taking your first step you will need to put in effort and
push through. Pave a path of your own that leads to
wherever you wantto be. You never truly realize how ¢
apable you are until you soar for the limits. Speaking
fromexperience,lcanassureyouthatyouwon’tregreta
single bit of the hard work you put in, as you
taste the first bits of joy of bringing what
seemed to be impossible to reality. Well, my
dream had come true, what about yours?



| don’t suppose that you’ve heard of the
Young Astronaut Training Camp (YATC). It is held
in China every summer, an event worth 200% of
awesomeness, something | could only have hoped
for but never quite dared to dream of.

| had never expected to have the opportunity
to be selected to join the programme. 30 students
are chosen out of 200 candidates from Hong Kong.
Each school was only allowed to send 2 students.
We had to go through 3 rounds of elimination in
order to join the camp. Knowing that | am no
expert in Mandarin, | was startled when | managed
to pass the initiation. Despite the great amount
of expertness and the sense of belonging that
followed through my participation, | started off as
a novice in astronomy and aerospace technology. It
never hits me with such great amount of importance
before | started preparing for my initiation tests. The
camp followed was great fun, but nothing beats the
joy that overwhelmed me when | passed stage 3 of
initiation — the interview. The challenge that made
me mentally prepare myself to say goodbye, turned
out to be the gatekeeper to the next thrilling chapter
of my adventure.

B

Before | go on with the astonishing programmes
in the camp, | do want to talk a bit more about the
screening process. The first round was an MC quiz
on your knowledge of space and astro-science. |
would recommend you to read more about space
before you go. | had to spend hours going through
history books and textbooks to prepare for the quiz.
Everyone else looked professional and smart, only
| looked out of place but still, | managed to pass.
The second round was a 3-day camp. It required
physical strength, will, teamwork and discipline.
It wasn’t easy as the mentors were harsh and
strict. | made it to the 3rd round with not much
difficulty but the 3rd round was the toughest. It was
a group interview and there were more judges than
contestants. Miracles happened and that was one
of them - | couldn’t believe it when they told me
that | had been chosen. | had never thought | would
succeed. | received a blue astronaut garment, which
is the overalls we often see astronauts wear on TV,
and now a symbol of acceptance to the program |
was dying to participate in. Harsh as it may sound,
but if | can make it, you can make it too!




The YATC was undoubtedly a fun, eye-open-
ing once-in-a-lifetime experience. | made a lot of
new friends and more importantly, gained a lot of
knowledge from them, ranging from quantum
physics, star-gazing to different cuisines. | was also
given the honorable opportunity to meet the famous
Chinese astronauts. We had meals with the officials and
astronauts, who were surprisingly welcoming and
friendly, and considerably inspiring to talk to. We also
got to visit the satellite launch sites, which takes 6
hours to reach from our accommodation.

Because of previous accidents, we
unfortunately did not get to do much at the launch
sites throughout the program. We only tried the
exercises and a few physical trainings the
astronauts have to do. We ate space food and did a lot of
sightseeing. Despite the limited range of activities we
could practically engage in, it is still worth going as
the experience had greatly broadened my horizons
and enriched my bank of knowledge. It is a pity that
| could not take many photos because things at the
training and launch sites are “classified”. So selfies are
generally out of the question.

Aside from all the fun, the trip itself was no
ordinary fun and games. We had lectures and an exam
mid-trip. Keeping up with the lecturers’ heavy accents
strikes me hard in addition to their use of scientific
jargons. Moreover, | was a hopeless case when it
comes to singing and dancing, something we had to do
for the farewell party. The only silver lining was having
2 astronauts signing my camp t-shirt.

| would love to recommend students in SSC to
participate in the YATC program. Take a leap of faith
and you will find yourself achieving goals which you
thought you could never accomplish! If there is one tip
that I’'m qualified to give, it will be ‘go big or go home’.
If you are interested in anything to the slightest extent,
do not hesitate to try. Seize every momentary great-
ness in things before it’s gone for eternity.

Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center



Message from Mr Luke J.P. Yip
Principal & Warden 1974-99

A school is as great as its graduates. The alumni
of a school make a school great by their standings
and contributions in society. They “shine” and so
does the school.

On my recent visit to Hong Kong in October,
2015, | was very much impressed to have met many
of our alumni who are not just “doing well”, in fact,
they are “doing great” as leaders in their fields. Their
leadership roles, | am sure, are making a difference
in the communities of which they are a part. There
is no greater joy and pride for any schoolteacher
than for him/her to see those who were once his/her
students are now contributing to the well-being of
society. To produce leaders for Hong Kong was a
foremost objective of the founding fathers of the
College. To our alumni, as they are “doing great”,
| wish they will continue “doing great” or even
“greater” (ARFHEEHE—) and, to the current
and future students, | wish they will look up to this
goal and bear the torch of this great tradition in the
years to come.

Doing great or even greater

All are not born equal. However, all are born
with talents which can and should be nurtured to
thrive in their own ways (K4EFK 7 2%E H) when
they are given the opportunities. A great school
offers opportunities that would nurture the
development of the diverse talents of its
students and help them grow spiritually, socially,
physically and intellectually. St Stephen’s College
does exactly that, TRUTHFULLY adhering to the




principle of “teaching without discrimination”
(BEZEH). The College’s Motto of BISZEE also
constantly reminds us of this, too. The College has
invested heavily over the years towards this goal. My
earnest and sincere wish is that all students should
and would make good use of the opportunities they
find in their books and beyond - opportunities not
readily found or actively promoted in many Hong
Kong schools.

Teaching without discrimination

St Stephen’s College is a school we should
be proud of, too. St Stephen’s College is a “FIRST”
school in many areas. Throughout its 112 years, the
College has pioneered and led in many areas of its
curriculum and extra-curriculum. To mention some
recent examples of which the College was (and is)
the first Subsidized Secondary School: (1) to use the
Nuffield Science Course (science teaching based
on practical and inquiry method) ; (2) to provide
boarding for both boys and girls; (3) to adopt
Social Studies as a subject; (4) to implement
Computer Studies (using BBC computers - early
leader in school computer education); (5) to start
a Music Exchange visit to Beijing in the 1980’s (this
has since developed into a regular programme of
educational excursions to foreign countries - an
activity many Hong Kong schools have also caught
on today); (6) to introduce a Student Exchange
programme with foreign schools; (7) to have its
own 6-lane-400-metre running track and 50-
metre swimming pool; (8) to have permanent

Memorials built to commemorate the 1997
Handover; (9) to initiate Flag  Raising
Ceremony on the Central Square of the

school campus to usher in the 1997 Handover
to initiate Flag Raising (since then this has been
extended annually to include the National Day,
the Speech Day and special occasions); (10) to have
a school Museum and Archives; and (11) to have a
Heritage Trail (only one of its kind in Hong Kong for
teaching, promoting appreciation of local history
and civic service training with hands-on activities;
unique facility open to both the students
and the public).

|
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Work hard and play hard

“Walk for Millions” is a popular event to raise
funds for charities in Hong Kong. Another popular
activity in Hong Kong is the “Cross Country Race”
in sports. But how many of us are aware that these
activities were first started by St Stephen’s College?
The College first used a “school walk” to raise funds
for the Community Chest. Taking advantage of its
geographical location, the College initiated the
“Cross Country Race” in Stanley. The then course of
the Race ran from Chung Hom Kok to finish at the Big
Field (today’s Tang Shiu Kin Sports Field).

My conclusion is a call to all students of St
Stephen’s College with the following cliche: “WORK
HARD AND PLAY HARD".

Walk for St Stephen’s
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Rev. Handforth’s recent life after returning
to the UK has been largely bureaucratic, working
as Education Secretary and then as Interchange
Programmes Adviser at the headquarters of the
Church Mission Society. Both jobs have involved
mainly negotiations with various churches around
the world, travelling to visit their leaders, and
also visiting churches in the country and public
speaking. He is currently actively involved in the life
of the local churches in Bromley, as well as that of
the community where he now lives, and pretty busy
still!

Memories at St Stephen’s

According to Rev. Handforth, there were many
memorable moments during his time at St Stephen’s;
but one he remembers clearly was to do with a
guided missile. He had always encouraged the work
of the Radio Club, and they had produced a guided
missile specially for the Speech Day exhibition. It
was about eight feet long, and greatly impressed a
member of the College Council who was an Army
officer. He recalled the officer asking if they had
actually flown it. In fact they hadn’t, as they did not
have access to a range. So the officer offered to
provide one.

They were very inspired as they had not
considered an effective propellant till then. Now
they had decided on cordite, but Rev. Handforth laid
down the law that the cordite should be kept in an
open container and locked away in the Chemistry
Lab.

Some time later he was over at the Hostel one
lunchtime when a boy came dashing up to say that

ReAR.B. Handfo‘rith
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West Wing was on fire! He ran over and saw smoke
pouring out of the windows. Upstairs he found
it was the “propellant”. This, against orders, had
been brought in a bucket from the lab to one of the
prefects’ rooms. A group of students were amusing
themselves over lunchtime with a game of bridge
just beside the bucket, and one (who should not have
been smoking!) threw away a cigarette end into the
bucket, which he thought was just for waste paper.

Fortunately, no damage was done, apart from
creating a stink of cordite which hung around West
Wing - and the West-wingers - for weeks; but it was
the end of all ambitions to fly the guided missile as he
vetoed the whole project because everyone involved
had been so irresponsible, but possibly because he
had some doubts about the navigational skills of the
Radio Club and the feasibility of the whole project.

A message from Rev. Handforth to SSC
students

Despite this sad story, Rev. Handforth would
like to tell current SSC students to dare to challenge
current expertise with new projects, whether in the
field of social service, or of unusual projects, like
those of the Radio Club, which develop the expertise
which marks the success of so many of our alumni
today.



Mr Paul Fricker

Mr Paul Fricker is the composer of the School
Song of St Stephen’s College. Once a Music and
Religious Studies teacher and the dormitory
warden of West Wing of our school, which was a boys
dormitory back then, still has a great sense of
belonging towards St Stephen’s College now. “We
obviously still had school rules, but within the
boundaries, we wanted our students to work out
what is right and wrong, rather than saying, ‘This is
how you be a student.”” He always hoped to use his
own experience and care towards students to bring
them positive influence.

When asked about what he was thinking when
he was composing the School Song, he answered
that it was the values of the school which came into
his mind. The two things he considered was that
students of St Stephen’s College have to look after
each other, as well as they live to work hard, even
when sometimes difficulties arise. But Mr Fricker
also emphasized that we needed to work hard and
enjoy life at the same time. Moreover, without a
doubt, the Christian value of caring for each other
was included in the School Song.

the Composer of the School Song

Like what he wrote in the lyrics of the School
Song, ‘Life’s a game that’s made to play, with effort,
teamwork, joy and tears,’ He believes that life is here
for us to enjoy, and he definitely encourages people
to enjoy lessons and activities not only in school, but
also in life. When he and Mrs Carrot wrote the lyrics
together, they wanted the tune to be dignified but
catchy, thus the Song has a simple but lively melody.

Mr Fricker claimed that one of his greatest
moments in his life was in the 110" Anniversary
Open Day, when he was getting out of the car,
hearing the orchestra playing the School Song so
beautifully, he was so moved. He described the
standard of music played as ‘superb’. Hoping
students to have a very practical approach towards
music as well as other things in life was one of the
goals he wanted to achieve by being a Music teacher
in our school. Hearing the Song being played, he felt
that his passion and love for music was being carried
on.

By the end of the interview, he stated that he
hoped SSCers can truly live the qualities that he had
putin the lyrics of the School Song — they can always
care for each other, look after each other, and work
hard and play hard at the very same time.
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The Road to Cambridge

Cheung Lok Him

Wong Chun Ho Kenneth

The Cambridge education system is famously
or infamously, depending on your views, based on
individual learning coupled with supervisions, which
involves small class sizes (usually two to three students
to one professor). Lectures are less important when
compared to other universities. | am a law student at
Cambridge, and | would like to share with you what a
typical day for a law student is like here.

Lectures normally start at 9 a.m. and finish at 1
p.m. the latest. We have 11 hours of lectures per week,
and 2 hours of supervision. As the timetable suggests,
the majority of your time is based on self-study and
reading. We have one 1500-word essay per week and
that usually comes with around 300 pages of reading,
depending on how hard you are prepared to work.
These essays aim to explore debateable legal concepts.
For example, our last essay was centred around the
debate of whether someone who did not apprehend
a danger should be convicted of recklessness, just as
someone who did apprehend the danger but chose to
ignore it would be. In other words, is not realizing that
a risk exists as culpable as realizing that there is one but
choosing to ignore it?

Did you ‘cause’ the child’s death?

However, for me, the most interesting part of
the Cambridge education is absolutely its supervision
system. Although they are only two hours per week,
they are immensely thought-provoking. The enrollment
interviews actually resemble this process, in order to
pick students who are capable of fitting in the system.
Supervisions are, as said, small-group teaching sessions
that provide an opportunity for you to debate with your
fellow students and supervisors. Having scholars, those
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who write your textbooks, debating, challenging and
guiding you on contentious issues is an unparalleled
learning experience. Once, we spent a full hour
discussing whether omission can be criminal causation.
Imagine you are walking next to a pool, where a child
is drowning. You did not bother to rescue the child.
Can you then be said to have ‘caused’ the child’s
death? What if you are unable to save him? How
does that differ? What about if you are walking past a
withering plant in the park and fail to water it although
it is possible and easy for you to do so? Did you ‘cause’
the child’s death? What is the difference between
the above two cases? These questions also led to the
question of whether we should criminalising failure to
rescue someone from life-threatening danger, and if
yes, what limitations should be put on this law? As you
can see, the Cambridge learning experience is a very
interactive one, involving a lot of debates, discussions
and writings. It is not a passive process where you are
bombarded with information by your lecturers. It
is a two-way process where your views are equally
respected, given that they are logical and rational. If you
enjoy challenging yourself and others’ ideas, this will be
the education for you.

Cambridge is, contrary to what you might have
heard, a place with a vibrant social life. Apart from
the numerous societies, formal halls (dinners where
everyone dresses up in suits and gowns), swaps and
bops and the famous summer ball, there are also cultural
societies that cater specifically for Hong Kong students.

Non-academically, Cambridge provides various
career-related opportunities that cannot be found
elsewhere. | have joined a student consultancy
programme, which pairs us up with a Kenyan NGO.
We offer them consulting advice that would actually
affect how they run their healthcare clinics in Kenya.
The amount of responsibility you have as a student is
amazingly huge, as people truly trust you in what you
do. | am also active in mooting —a form of legal debating
where you take on the roles of barristers and argue over
a point of law in front of a judge. It resembles the court
of appeal in real life and is very fascinating if you are into
debating and public speaking.



At the start of the Michaelmas term, the Cambridge
Hong Kong Current Affairs Society organises an inter-
university quiz for Hong Kong students from 18 UK
universities. It’s a casual general knowledge competition
focused on improving relationships between Hong Kong
students from different universities. Then comes the
annual highlight — the Variety show. It is an event unique
to Hong Kong student societies across different UK
universities. It's composed of a stage play, musical
performances, dances and various other shows. It's
basically like the bi-annual concert in SSC, except that
everything is student-run. We have just elected an
executive committee in charge of the running of the
show, and | am fortunate enough to be the treasurer.
It is therefore my job to secure sponsorships for the show
and the management of the accounts. Sitting on the
committee include also producers, directors, a secretary
and a publicity officer. All actors and actresses are
Cambridge HK students. The preparation of the
show takes almost half a year and its airing is an annual
highlight which attracts HK students from various other
UK universities.

Apart from these, we are also actively engaged in
charity work. We have joined the charity CHOICE, which
stands for Cambridge HK Operation for International
Education. It organises an annual service trip to LEDCs
(Vietnam this year) and teaches the local students, many
of which have never seen a foreigner before. Apart from
the trip, we also raise money throughout the year to fund
a sustainable building project within the community that
we want to help. This year, we are aiming to raise a total
of USD16000 to fund the construction of a library in the
remote village of Catdang, Vietnam. As the treasurer, | will
have to lead the committee in terms of ensuring our fund is
properly used and liaising with the Vietnamese authorities
and NGOs during the course of the project.
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The application

It is to no surprise that a top institute like
Cambridge would place heavy weight on applicants’
academic results. The biggest difference, however,
between Cambridge and top universities in Hong Kong
is in fact that it takes into account the wide range of
extra-curricular activities and additional reading that
an applicant has done. Excellent results are merely the
pre-requisites that most potential applicants will have
in their bags. The real distinguishing factor, and in fact
a very important quality to possess if you are to survive
in Cambridge, is a genuine interest in your subject area
and an inquisitive mindset.

Having been through the process myself, | thought
| could start by dispelling some myths about the
application process. | am doing Law at Cambridge, but
while these observations are based on my personal
experience, they are generally applicable whatever
discipline you are planning to apply to.

The application cycle kicks off with the
submission of the UCAS form, which contains academic
achievements you have to date, and more importantly,
your 4000-character personal statement. It is essential
that this is done to the highest quality possible because
it largely determines whether you get an interview or
not. While it should contain extra-curricular activities,
it should be primarily focused on your interest in the
subject. And when | say ‘primarily’, you should take
this as an 80/20 split between subject and non-subject
content. It is always favorable to mention any
wider reading, and crucially your commentary on those,
along with work experience and what you have learnt
from them, plus, summer schools or courses you have
attended that may be relevant.




...not in that they have to necessarily share
the same subject content, but in that they
offer valuable transferable skills

A mere description of what you have read is not
going to be enough. It is essential that you add in your own
views and arguments in order to impress the interview
panel. For extra-curricular activities, it is crucial that
they relate to your discipline, not in that they have to
necessarily share the same subject content, but in
that they offer valuable transferable skills. | was
fortunate enough to have been engaged heavily in
English debating, captaining the team to our first Hong
Kong-wide champion. This provided me with valuable
argumentative and analytical skills that are highly
transferable to the study of law, and also most
university subjects. These should, however, be minimal in
your personal statement.

After the submission of the UCAS form comes the
aptitude test (some tests are done at the interview, like the
Cambridge Law Test). These tests usually consist of verbal
and non-verbal reasoning. It is worth going through past-
papers in preparation for them. Most Oxbridge colleges do
a particular type of aptitude test, while some do not have
one. This could be a factor to take into consideration while

applying.

P P e

Cambridge Inter-Uni Quiz Committee

The interview is perhaps the most discussed and
worrying part of the process, and because of this,
probably the most misunderstood. Questions like “what
is a banana?” do in fact come in interviews, but they are
never out of context like what ‘Oxbridge interview
guidebooks’ seem to be suggesting. In my interview, | was
asked to read two contrasting judgments on holocaust
denial, then evaluate whether there was any value in
protecting freedom of speech — in particular protecting
false statement of facts. Then, the interviewer pointed at a
rectangular table between the two of us, and asked, “What
would be the value in me arguing that this table is round?”
Taken out of context, this seems to be an absurd question
that’s designed to embarrass and deter applicants, but in
context, it is not difficult to arrive at the conclusion that
the value is in the fact that boiled down the basics, the
argument lies on the question, “What is round and what
is rectangular?” and therefore there is immense value in
protecting false statements of fact.

As cliché as this may sound, there is no way of
getting in if you don’t apply. So if you are interested, do
apply to Oxbridge and we will be glad to help in any way
we can. Although not everybody can get in, the application
process itself is fun and exciting, and allows you to better
understand who you are and whether or not you suit the
Oxbridge education style. Shoot us an email at the address
provided below if taking a challenge is something that you
would love to do! Good luck!

Lok Him
Kenneth Wong

lhc29@cam.ac.uk
chkw4@cam.ac.uk
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Oh, the places you'll go!

A summary of my 4-year adventure

Let’s explore the world (left - Alfred Lam)

| have always been the type of person, driven to
explore, experience and learn beyond my comfort zone.
During the course of my secondary study experience,
| got in touch with a number of ethical and religious
minority communities and organizations in Hong Kong.
| ended up being a part of them, attending religious
gatherings and rituals, participating in events as they do.
On top of that, | started to learn Arabic from an Egyptian,
who was willing to teach me free of charge in a mosque. |
was her only student, and | vividly remember meeting her
every week for lessons, but that was until the outbreak of
the Arab Spring in Egypt. She had to return to her country
and family, and | could do nothing else but to send her my
greatest gratitude and blessings. Since then, | have not
heard from her again. The incident had me imagining
possibilities of visiting Egypt and other parts of the world so
far away from me. Yet the ripples from incidents occurred
far away caught me off guard. It was a wake up call for me,
as my impatience grew exponentially, my mind hunger to
visit and experience all the different parts of the world.

| organized a graduation trip to Malaysia and
Cambodia right after my A-Levels along with my St
Stephen’s schoolmates who shared the same passion for
exploration ‘right after’ our Geography exam (I meant
literally departing on the day after the exam). Though these
places are familiar to Hong Kong people and they are not
very far from us, | am sure what we experienced there
would still be considered extraordinary to most people.

We decided to visit the city immediately after
we landed Kuala Lumpur, as we only had very limited
connection there. The streets of Kuala Lumpur were
boisterous and crowded, but it came as no surprise to us

Lam Alfred
Studied in St Stephen’s College
Studying in GBSM, CityU

2010-12
2012-Present

Hongkongers. However, if one pause and observe closely,
one would notice that the streets were not packed because
of any celebration, but a large-scale political gathering.
We walked into the crowd, curious to find out what great
feast that had people filling every bit of space in the streets.
All of a sudden, clouds of smoke washed in our direction,
suffocating and irritating my fellow companions and |, who
then swiftly slumped to the ground. Everything was in a
state of chaos. With people escaping and screaming, from
distance came the sound of explosions and shootings. It
was no difference from any apocalypse movie. With some
struggles, we ended up at a relatively quiet alley, where
injured people were taken care of by other demonstrators.
Though it was not long before the helicopters found the
alley in which we were hiding. Another shot of tear gas fired
in attempt to wash us out. We ran, as fast as our exhausted
legs could take us. Later we learnt that it was one of the
biggest demonstrations in years. The government called it
a riot and addressed the demonstration with fierce force,
including the deployment of riot police, tear gas, water
cannon, armoured vehicles and helicopters.

The second part of our journey in Cambodia was
spent at well-known attractions such as Angkor Wat,
Killing Field of Khmer Rouge and Kompong Luong. We
tried deep fried tarantula, which is a local delicacy, and
hiked mountains with ancient heritages. But soon we
got bored with the plainness of our new found peace.
With some instant research, we decided that there
may be two places in Cambodia which could be more
thrilling. The first one was Prasat Preah Vihear, a temple
located on a cliff between the border of Cambodia and
Thailand. The two countries are infamous for their fight
for the sacred temple until today. Deadly conflicts took
place every once in a while. Local news reported death
on the spot recent to our visit, and | admit the idea
was rather reckless. Despite all these, not only did we
manage to come back safely, but we also got to play
with some of the Cambodian military equipment at
the post there without provoking a new battle. The
second place was Preah Khan Kampong Svay. We found
it potentially interesting because of its remoteness and
mysterious aura. It is a said to be the biggest temple



complex ever built during the Angkorian era. Despite
its significance and scale, much of this complex remains
unknown to us as it is hidden inside a forest. No public
transportation was available to direct us to the
destination, but luckily we found a truck driver who
claimed to know the location of the temple we were
looking for. We hired him to take us there with his truck.

| remember departing the closest town at
roughly 6:00 a.m. in the morning. It took us no
fewer than 6 hours to get there. The rainy season in
Cambodia had the roads beyond muddy and
damaged, if you still considered it a road. We passed
through small villages that appeared untouched by
modernity, patches of thick forest, and finally arrived
to the biggest Angkorian temple complex. Diving into
a long forgotten temple complex, distant from modern
civilization, we were all thrilled, as it was our first
‘Indiana Jones’ experience. The temple stood tall in
ruin and its faded glory now reclaimed by the
nature. We spent some time exploring the complex,
climbing around like kids in a playground.

It started to rain heavily by the time we were
about to depart. We were practically trapped given
the bad condition of the road without the rain. There
were multiple times when the tyres of the truck fell in
loose mud. The three of us had to push the truck with
our bare hands, and sometimes we had to pave the
road ahead by filling the puddles with rocks, such that
the tyres would not get stuck in the mud. It was 9:00
p.m. and we were still in the forest, and the driver out
of a sudden broke to us that he was not sure rather we
were on the right track. It actually made sense, since
all roads and turns in the forest looked identical, and
it was even more difficult to tell which way was right
at night. We did not have any idea which way to go,
so we did not have any expectation that we could get
out of the forest that night. We just gave the driver our
compass and stayed where we were. It was not a bad
idea to stay in the forest overnight, if only we were dry
and warm. Wondrously, the driver figured out the way,
and we managed to get back to the hostel by midnight.
After all that we have been through, demonstration
and riot, war zone adventure, forest trekking, we were
glad that we were able to return home in one piece.

This was our first backpacker trip.

~

- -

Later, all of my travel companions and | entered
universities that year. | entered the City University
of Hong Kong majoring in Global Business Systems
Management. My university life made many people
envious as | travelled extensively. First of all, my major
required me to have overseas academic exchanges in
different countries for at least 1 school year. Second, the
school administrators eagerly invest in equipping the
students with unique skills and global exposures, In this
context, the university generously provided students
with scholarships and support for overseas activities,
on top of the already attractive academic scholarships.
Besides, | have been active in student organizations
since high school, which also gave me valuable
international networks for overseas placements and
projects.

The chronological sketch of my university
overseas experiences goes as below: During my very
first semester, | successfully applied for one of the
fundings available at the university, for a trip to
Sri Lanka. You may wonder why Sri Lanka - it was simply
because | found it exotic and interesting, but of course
| had to justify my means with the school, suggesting
what my team could gain from the trip if funding was
granted, how we could ensure and evaluate whether
the learning objectives could be meet, etc. At last, the
funding was granted, and we were off to Sri Lanka for a
few weeks.

In the following semester, | was invited to
coordinate a mainland China internship programme.
It was one of the biggest internship programmes
available in Hong Kong, offering thousands of internship
opportunities in dozens of cities in China. Being a
coordinator meant that | had to take part in the
mainland internship, to take care of the participants,
on top of all the preparation work. Apart from
these, my first year in university was also filled with
numerous smaller trips. |, together with my peers of
the same programme, utilized all the free-study weeks
to make additional trips
during regular school
days, mainly to China and
Southeast Asia where
the expenses did not
exceedthescholarshipwe
received.




My second year was all overseas, with only a
touchdown at the Hong Kong International Airport in
between. My first exchange took place in Mexico. | was
the first person from the CityU to have the precious
chance there. The host university is located in northern
Mexico, where illegal activities were said to be very
active being near the Mexico-United States
border. | chose Mexico because | wanted to learn
Spanish, one of the most popular languages in the
world besides Chinese and English, and experience Latin
American cultures. During my stay, | was forced then
conditioned to learning Spanish, since not even half of
the university staffs speak understandable English, not
to mention those outside of the academic environment.
| also made deals with my schoolmates to tutor them
in English or Chinese in exchange for Spanish tutorials.

Besides all the schoolwork, | applied for
internship, social service programmes and a dance
course there. | worked for a local trading firm and twice
a week, | attended a dance course and even took part
in a Tango dance performance. During the weekends,
and occasionally the entire week, | travelled extensively
throughout Mexico, and nearby countries such as Cuba,
Jamaica, Belize, Haiti, and Dominican Republic.

In between my first exchange and second
exchange, | had an internship in Argentina. It was an
offer referred by people | met during my
involvement in students organizations. | worked for
a non-government organisation that focuses on youth
development in the city of Rosario. If | did not accept
the offer, | would have time to travel around South
America, but it was worthwhile. | had an in-depth taste
of Argentine cultures and society. The people | met and
the fattening food | had were unforgettable. | am still
closely in touch with the people | met there today.

After 3 days of nonstop flights and transfers
from Argentina, | eventually reached Singapore for my
second exchange. The school work in Singapore was
far more intensive than that in Mexico. | had university
sessions ending at 10:30 p.m. twice a week, and it was
considered normal to the locals. | was exhausted after
almost every school day, but | still remember the joy
of fulfillment from exhaustion. | shared a flat with two

other people, which was very much like public housings
in Hong Kong, except there were fighter planes flying
over from early morning till ate at night occasionally. To
my surprise the Singaporean society and personalities
differ greatly from those of Hong Kong in many
aspects given their similar perception of being an
international economical gem. In many ways, our
strengths supplement their weaknesses, and vice versa.

Apart from school, | took some courses outside
Singapore, in places such as Salsa, where | started
learning in Argentina. | also travelled quite
frequently to Batam, Indonesia. The ferry from
Singapore to Batam takes roughly the time as it takes
going from Hong Kong to Macau. Batam
has a lovely unpolluted ocean to offer the world,
where traditional fishing villages still live their
lives like how they did hundreds vyears ago.
Besides Batam, it was also convenient to travel to
India from Singapore. As there are many Tamils living in
Singapore, the flights to Tamil Nadu and other parts of
India were very economical.

After all these trips and exchanges, like most
peers of the same major, | was a proud owner of an
almost empty bank account. But fortunately, the CityU
scholarships and funding for overseas activities come
in multiple installments, and the final installment
usually comes after our trips. My third year in university
had fewer overseas involvements, mainly international
student projects of smaller scales, and an overseas work
placement in Germany during the summer.

Recently, Alfred paid a visit to Mogadishu where is a
traveler’s holy grail. It is also a place full of myths and
mysteries, velied by sands and war scars.



| can show you the world -

An interstellar vacation to Mars

Recurring lineae on slopes (dark and narrow streaks) at Hale Crater, Mars

On September 29th 2015, NASA announced the
discovery of liquid water on Mars. Since the Mars
Exploration program to “follow the water” began in the
late 21st century, this has not been strongly justified and
validated until now, said John Grunsfeld, astronaut and
associate administrator of NASA. Some say this marks
the ending of decades’ worth of research, but more
argue that what we’ve found is merely a tip of the ice-
berg.

Before we can understand the excitement of the
scientists, we must first understand exactly what the
spectaculardiscoverywasandhowitwasdiscovered.The
surface of Mars is rough, with steep mineral slopes. By
using an imaging spectrometer on Mars Reconnaissance
Orbiter (MRO), researchers detected hydrated minerals
on the mysterious streaks that appeared darkish and
ebb. These streaks appear to fade in cooler seasons and
flowsin warmer seasonsin areas of the Red planet where
temperature could be above -23°C. So, by the claim of
“finding water”, what NASA really meant was finding
“traces of hydrated mineral streams”.

The recurring slope lineae (RSL) have always
been suspected in relation with liquid water. By theory,
hydrated salts lower the freezing point of liquid brine
and create these dark streaks, the same idea as melting
snow on roads with salts. It is likely to be a shallow flow,
suggested the scientist from an analysis of the darkening.

Water plays a vital role in the formation of
these streaks

“We found the hydrated salts only when the
seasonal features were widest, which suggests that
eitherthe dark streaks themselves oraprocess thatforms
them is the source of the hydration. In either case, the
detection of hydrated salts on these slopes means that
waterplaysavitalroleintheformationofthesestreaks,” said
Lujendra Ojha of the Georgia Institute of Technology
(Georgia Tech) in Atlanta, lead athor of a report on
these findings published Sep 28 by Nature Geoscience.




What will happen next? Logically thinking, it would
be more investments on the “Mars Express” mission.
Yet, our knowledge of our neighbour remains very
limited. Some continued to fight against the Mars Project
because they don’t really see space as a frontier, or
because they have given little serious thought to
strategies for space development. Seeing all
advances as equally useless (or equally useful), they
blow the horn for a space activity that is both exciting
and understandable — that is, to go through free
space (a place so strange and hard to think about)
and then promptly leave it again to land on another
planet (a place for familiar sorts of discovery and
adventure, like Antarctica). Others argue that Mars’
surface atmosphere is over 99% vacuum. This means
that explorers will need suits and pressurized hulls
like those needed in space. The atmosphere (being
mostly carbon dioxide) remains unbreathable even
when compressed, yet it still manages to lift dust
enough to dirty solar collectors — though Martian nights
may be a worse handicap. Mars has air enough to be
troublesome, but not enough to be very useful.

Regardless, the project has cost NASA nearly 10
billion dollars. With that money, you could buy 10
Solomon Islands, or 10 fighter jets, or if you are a
massive sports fan, 10 Los Angeles Lakers.

How to further explore this planet without
contaminating it with Earth microbes?

With water running on the Martian surface, Mars
might turn out to be more habitable than we previously
thought, since water is a necessity for living organisms.
As miraculous as it may seem, reality is much more
subtle. Nevertheless, finding water does not yet
prove the existence of alien lifeforms. Moreover,
the bigger question scientists are trying to answer
now is: How to further explore this planet without
contaminating it with Earth microbes? Indeed, the
resources on Mars are desirable. The components in
the Martian water are extremely useful in creating
rocket fuel. However, we are still a long way from
unravelling the mysteries of our neighbouring planet.
Despite the obstacles, doesn’t the discoveries on Mars
open up for all kinds of possibilities about/for future
life? Perhaps Earth was just like Mars billion years ago!

Finding water on Mars is no doubt one huge leap in
space exploration for humankind. The idea of sending
astronauts to Mars to find out more about it has sparked
the minds of NASA scientists, leaving us pondering on
its worth. Since there are two sides to every coin, some
see it as a suicidal mission, while others that are more
optimistic believe that every human progress
begins with the willingness to take risks. It is up
to us to judge the true value of the Mars Project,
while needless to say we are now one step closer to
interstellar vacations. Perhaps one day our world
would not be limited to this blue planet that we call
home, but also somewhere else in this ginormous,
mysterious universe. All that we are certain is the fact
that there will be more to come.
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DEAD
POETYS
SOCIETY

A FETER'WER FILM

There are certain movies in the film industry that
have the capacity to inspire and change us. They subtly
alter our perspectives of life and embolden us to live
a life of no regrets. To me, the 1989 classic film Dead
Poets Society is most certainly one of those movies.

Set in 1959 at Welton Academy, an aristocratic boys’
school founded on tradition and excellence, Dead
Poets Society revolves around the influence of Mr
Keating, a new English teacher who methodizes
unorthodox teaching of poetry to inspire his
constrained students. Unlike the overly-realistic
teachers and stern parents who simply aim at
raising doctors and lawyers, Mr Keating encourages his
students to become free thinkers, emphasizing the
idea of Carpe Diem (‘Seize the day’ in Latin). His
philosophy of life inspires the recreation of the Dead
Poets Society, an unsanctioned group that hosts
poetry recitation meetings in a cave, of which Mr
Keating was once a member . Under the influence of
Mr Keating and through their involvements in the club,
the boys gradually build up their confidence. They
begin to challenge rigid doctrines and attempt to
pursue their dreams, bearing in their minds the
principle of Carpe Diem. However, this backfires when
one of the members, Neil Perry, commits suicide
after his father crushed his dream of being an actor by
forcibly enrolling him into a military school.
Consequently, Mr Keating is wrongfully blamed for
this tragedy and is forced to leave Welton Academy
although he still remains the students” one and only
true role model.

el M OVIE REVIEW
DEAD POET SOCIETY

Lam Pui Yan Penny

When | was watching this movie a few years
back, | was struck by how the students’ situation
resonated with that of Hong Kong students. Many of us
often feel burdened by our predetermined future yet
fear to escape from those who mould our lives. It has
been deeply ingrained into us to unquestioningly obey
people in authority ever since we were toddlers.
However, watching the tightly-controlled boys at
Welton Academy muster the courage to break free
and stand up for themselves, | began to realize the
necessity for us to become men and women of our
own free will. Even as teenagers, do we not have the
right to make known our thoughts or have a say in
decisions that involve us? Just like the boys in the film,
we shall not remain senselessly silent and compliant,
but ought to speak up and bcome free-thinking
individuals living for ourselves instead of timidly
conforming to authority.

Through the boys who are able to break free,
Dead Poets Society also demonstrates the true
essence of Carpe Diem. Inspired by this aphorism of his,
most of Mr Keating’s students (including Neil who later
commits suicide) are able to boldly attempt and
accomplish things they have never tried before or even
dared to dream about.

Carpe Diem is not just an idea or a motto, but an
outlook on life — living in the moment and making life
worth living. Life is simply too short to live for someone
else and to be wasted away. We must seize the present
to realize our dreams, fight for what we believe in and
brave all consequences without regret. This way, we
can truly make full use of our finite time in this world
and make our lives extraordinary.
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Doctors in public hospitals: Do they deserve a

pay increment?

Tsui Yat Yan Larissa

Photo courtesy of Felix Wong, SCMP

Professions like medicine is highly sought-after in
Hong Kong. Not only does the career associate with the
noble mission of saving lives, it also hints an affluent life
ahead, with a promising sum of salary. At least this is what
most of us believe. Doctors on the other hand, dissent
from the notion and believe their current wage level is an
under-valuation of their contribution to society, as said
by Dr Donald Li Kwok-Tung, President of the Academy of
Medicine, during an interview with the South China
Morning post. Holding a similar perspective, 1,300 doctors
staged a sit-in at Queen Elizabeth Hospital on 20 October,
hoping to fight for a salary increment of 3 percent in accor-
dance to those received by other civil servants.

At present, the median salary of a doctor is HK$70,490
according to Dr Ko Wing-Man, Secretary for Food and
Health. Supports have been expressed in society that
doctors should deserve a pay rise , but critiques have also
pointed out that the movement of salary bargaining, has
as well cast doubt on doctors’ true purpose of practicing
medicine, if not solely for money. Personally, | believe that
doctors in public hospitals do deserve an increase in wage.

One third of the doctors interviewed had to
work more than 65 hours a week

In recent years, the aggravation of the aging
population problem and the increase in the number of
mainlanders flocking to Hong Kong to give birth, have
been pressurizing the already stressed-out medical staff
in Hong Kong, namely the clinicians and nurses. It is
commonplace to find endless queues stationed at the
Accident and Emergency department in public
hospitals across Hong Kong. The workload of doctors is
enormous and according to surveys conducted by the
Chinese University of Hong Kong, one third of the
doctors interviewed had to work more than 65 hours
a week. Moreover, the requirements of medical skills and
knowledge of a doctor are exceptionally high. Doctors have
to go through 6-year of medical training before earning their
qualification to practice. In addition, hospitals are high-risk
working environments, in which there is a high chance for
medical practitioners to contract deadly diseases from their
patients. Examples can be seen during the outbreak of SARS
in 2003, when doctors willingly sacrificed their lives for
curing the fatal disease. In view of such hardship
endured by doctors, do they not deserve a salary rise
along with other civil servants? If wage serves as a mean of



calculating one’s contribution in work, then the amount of
contribution made by doctors will be absolutely sufficient
to justify their demand for a reasonable increase in salary.

Other than that, an increase in wage actually plays
a prominent role in keeping the doctors from jumping
on the bandwagon for jobs in private hospitals. The
resignation of clinicians in public hospitals has become even
more prevalent in recent years. On average, there are 4.2
percent of doctors leaving the public hospitals every year,
cited from an article of China Daily. Some believe such
worrying trend can be attributed to the overly long
working hours and the stressful working environment
in public hospitals. On the contrary, private hospitals
provide a higher wage and a more comfortable working
environment, which are the alluring factors for clinicians to
switch jobs. If doctors in public hospitals are able to receive
an elevated level of wage, expected is an enhanced morale
among doctors and hence a lowered turn-over rate. Thus, it
is of utmost urgency to ameliorate the shortage of doctors
in public hospitals in Hong Kong. In this sense, issuing a pay
increment to doctors actually brings about the common
good in society.

Doctors are not robots but human beings

Some may say that the budget to be approved
by the Hong Kong Hospital Authority on issuing a salary
rise for doctors, should be better spent on improving the
facilities in public hospitals, especially those which
have yet to receive any renovation since the
British colonial era. Indeed, facilities like the Queen
Mary Hospital is worn out after decades of exhaustion.
However, the quality of the medical services provided
by the hospital staff is equally as important as the facility
itself, when it comes to the maintenance of quality public
medical services in Hong Kong. It is crucial for us to
understand that doctors are not robots but human
beings, with flesh and blood, just like everybody else. When
employees in other sectors were deprived of the wage they
deserve for over-working, critiques were raised against
the government and currently, the implementation of
the standard working hours is of popular demand. In this
sense, how does the underpaying situation suffered by
clinicians any different from that by other employees? If the
legislation of the standard working hours is underway, it
should also be more than justified for doctors to have their
3 percent pay rise.

To conclude, career as a medical professional is
never a breeze. Consecutive nights of on-call and the
round-the-clock working schedule are something not even
experienced by other high-paid occupations, such as
lawyers and bankers. Thus, the efforts paid by doctors in
contributing to our society should be the reason for them
to deserve a pay increment.
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Get a FREE Rubik’s Cube!

First recess on the first Day 1 after receiving the first issue of Eruditio!
Place: Centenary Building Main Entrance
Simply answer the following questions and bring along with your Eruditio to our booth.

1. This photograph was taken in

A. Ng Wah Hall.
B. Tang Shiu Kin Hall.

C. Special Room Block.
2. Mr Victor and Ms Madalena shaved their heads for
A. playing true or dare.
B. supporting kids with cancer.
C. saving expense on haircut.
3. Which of the following best explains the fire in West Wing Dormitory in

Rev. Handforth’s article?
A. Boarders barbecued in the dormitory.

B. A gecko caused a short circuit.
C. A boarder threw away a cigarette into a bucket of cordite.
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