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f | were to be graded on my performance as Principal of St Stephen’s College, | believe |
would score a pass!’ That is what Ms Carol Yang said as the interview began. Many in the
school community would, however, disagree vehemently. Since she took the helm in 2011, Ms
Yang has done more for the College than anyone could have imagined. SSC first offered the
IBDP in 2015 as an IB World School, kickstarting the ‘dual curricula’ that have been in place at
the senior secondary level ever since. Other highlights include the construction of Benevolence
House (2022), as well as the repurposing of Leung Kau Kui Student Centre as an ‘IB Building’
(2017).
From Day 1, Ms Yang'’s goal has been to uphold the time-honoured vision of the College.
That vision consists in the cultivation of all-rounded students who are not only capable learners

but also possess remarkable talent in music, sports and the arts. ‘When people look back on my
tenure, they may talk about the expansion of campus facilities, the IB and so on. But these were not undertakings in themselves;
what | cared about was how they would contribute to our educational ideals,” Ms Yang explained. This is indeed epitomised by
the state-of-the-art Benevolence House, a stunning edifice complete with an indoor gym and Black Box Theatre (to be named
after her) that open up an infinite array of learning opportunities. How about academic results? ‘It's a balancing act,’ the retiring
Principal said, taking her time to find the right words. ‘Il am proud of all the hard work our teachers and students put in." In fact,
under Ms Yang's stewardship, the College has seen a steady improvement in academic attainment: one HKDSE graduate (2014)
obtained seven Level 5** and six IBDP graduates (three in 2018 and three in 2021) achieved the maximum score of 45. What
she emphasised, time and time again, was that simple message: she would do anything to boost SSC students’ results, on
condition that their all-round development was well taken care of.

The job of a Principal is, of course, not without its challenges. The sheer size of the College, both in terms of the physical
campus and the staff, meant that Ms Yang effectively was, in her words, a ‘CEO’ of a small ‘enterprise’, to whom nearly 200
teaching and non-teaching staff report. Her list of administrative work was endless: HKDSE and IBDP dual-track system,
curricular alignment with the Preparatory School, liaison with parents and alumni, boarding facilities and heritage conservation
are but a few items. How did she cope? ‘Work is a priority, but so is my sanity!” Ms Yang laughed. While she described herself as
‘jovial by nature’, she admitted that she had to make an effort to achieve work-life balance. She made it a rule that she would not
bring any documents home despite living on campus. She limited external work-related dinner engagements to at most once per
week. She also kept her hobby — watching plays — very much alive.

Happy moments on Speech Days



Throughout her illustrious career at three Sheng Kung Hui schools as an Economics
teacher, Guidance Mistress, Vice Principal and finally Principal, spanning 45 years, Ms
Yang always valued above anything her relationships at work. ‘To be frank, out of all the
roles | have taken on, | enjoyed being Guidance Mistress most,’ she recalled, ‘because
| was friends with many students, particularly those who were emotionally vulnerable.’
To her, it is crucial for teachers to remind themselves of why they joined the profession
in the first place: ‘If you are willing to walk with young people, you will eventually reap
great rewards — after all, what students achieve is testament to the education they

———— — received.’ Through her frequent interactions with pupils at St Stephen’s, she has come to
Ms Yang's first school day at SSC (2011)  be impressed by their outgoing personality and strong communication skills. ‘While they
tend to play harder than they work, especially in the junior forms, most do care about their studies, and they gradually become
very self-disciplined in the senior forms,’ she added. She hopes that every boy and girl would seize as many opportunities as
possible, starting from taking the initiative to learn from their teachers, who she feels are part of a highly qualified and dedicated
team. ‘The teaching staff at SSC are not just professional; with a considerable number living in staff quarters, the sense of
community is exceedingly strong,’ she exclaimed. She will never forget, for
example, teachers of this ‘second home’ looking out for her and other colleagues
amid the tumultuous waves of COVID-19. ‘You know what? Some would make
bulk purchases so that everyone would have a stable supply of necessities!’

‘I will stay in Hong Kong, but much of my time will be spent travelling around
the world,” Ms Yang's eyes lit up as she laid out her retirement plans. Besides
globetrotting, Ms Yang is also thinking about learning a new language, watching
a lot of plays and perhaps working as a volunteer counsellor, ‘so that | won't
get Alzheimer’s!’ Let us all wish Ms Yang, the Principal who deserves an A+ but
is humble enough to only award herself a pass, a long, happy and rewarding .~ — ~ = | & 1 &=
retirement. Her contributions will be remembered for years to come. Cheering SSC athletes and swimmers on

Attending a PTA event

110" Anniversary Gala Dinner (2013)

Concert 2013

Supporting the Heritage Project College Dinner 2017
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Thank you for being a guiding star imparting your wisdom and experience all these
years. If the walls of St Stephen’s College could speak, there would be many stories to
tell, for your presence has impacted every part of the college. You have been a pillar of
strength, a driver of innovation and a mentor to many leaders. May God bless you as
you enjoy a happy retirement.

Ms Winnie Wong (Deputy Principal)

As you retire, we want you to know how much you will be missed and how much we appreciate all that you have done for us.

Throughout your tenure, you have provided unwavering support, guidance, inspiration and genuine care for everyone in
SSC. Under your leadership, the school has become a place where every student can thrive and reach their full potential.

As you move on to the next chapter of your life, we want you to know that the school community will always be here for you
and that your contributions to SSC will always be valued. Your love for dogs and food has brought joy and warmth to SSC family
and will always be remembered.

Once again, thank you and we wish you all the best in your well-deserved retirement, and we hope that you continue to find
joy and happiness just like Snoopy!

Mrs Josephine Cheung (Assistant Pnncnpal

Dear Ms Yang,

As an assistant principal at St Stephen's College, | wanted to take a moment to express my deep gratitude for all that you
have done for me and for this institution over the years. Your leadership has been an inspiration to me and to so many others,
and it is with a heavy heart that | write to you today to bid you farewell as you retire at the end of this academic year.

Throughout your tenure as principal, you have shown unwavering dedication to the students, staff and alumni of this school. You
have worked tirelessly to create a culture of excellence, one that values both academic achievement and personal growth. Under your
guidance, St Stephen's College has flourished, becoming a beacon of learning and a source of pride for our entire community.

Personally, | have been fortunate to have you as a mentor and a role model. You have always been there to offer guidance
and support, to challenge me to be my best self and to help me navigate the complexities of school administration. Your

| wisdom, your kindness, and your unwavering commitment to our shared mission have been instrumental in my own professional
development, and | will always be grateful for the opportunities you have given me.

As you prepare to retire, please know that you leave behind a legacy of excellence that will endure for many years to come.
You have touched the lives of countless students and staff, and your impact will be felt for generations. We will miss you dearly,
but we are also excited for you as you embark on this next chapter of your life.

Thank you, dear principal, for all that you have done for us. | wish you all the best in your retirement, and | know that you
will continue to inspire and uplift those around you, just as you have done for us.

With deep respect and admiration,
Corwin
Mr Corwin Kan (Assistant Principal)
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Allow me to seize this moment to convey my heartfelt gratitude for Ms Yang's exceptional contributions to the St Stephen's
community over the years. Her unwavering dedication, passion, and commitment to education have been a source of inspiration
for all of us. She has cultivated a school environment that nurtures and values students, while empowering teachers to deliver
their best work. Her leadership has been pivotal to the success of the College, and her compassionate nature has touched
countless lives.

Ms Yang leaves behind a remarkable legacy. Her impact will be felt for generations to come, and her contributions will be
etched in our memories forever. | extend my sincerest thanks for her years of service and unwavering dedication. She has been
an exceptional leader, mentor and friend, whose presence will be greatly missed. May she be blessed with a joyous, fulfilling,
and healthy retirement, as she embarks on the next chapter of her life.
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Mr Max So (Assistant Principal)
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Heartfelt thanks to you — Ms Carol Yang

It is with mixed emotions that we bid farewell to Ms Carol Yang, the esteemed Principal of St Stephen's College. Her
departure leaves a void that will be difficult to fill, but her legacy will endure for years to come.

Ms Yang's kindness, compassion and dedication have won her the admiration and respect of students, parents and
colleagues alike. Perhaps one of Ms Yang's greatest strengths is her ability to connect with her students at a personal level. She
has always been genuinely interested in their lives and well-being, and has made it a point to be accessible to them whenever
they need her. Her open-door policy has made her a trusted confidant and mentor to countless students over the years. Her
caring nature extends beyond her students to their parents as well. She has always been available to listen to their concerns
and address their questions, no matter how big or small. Her warm and approachable demeanour has made her a favourite
among parents, who appreciate her commitment to their children's education and overall success.

As Ms Yang embarks on a new journey, we wish her all the best in her future endeavours. We are grateful for her selfless
service, her unwavering commitment and her exceptional leadership. We will always cherish the memories of her time at St
Stephen's College, and we will forever be indebted to her for the positive impact she has had on our lives.

Thank you and goodbye, Ms Carol Yang.

Dr Sylvia Doo
Mother of Isaac Choi (Class of 2023) and 5L Ivan Choi
Chairlady of Parent-Teacher Association (2020-2022)
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120° Anniversary Concerl

appy 120" Anniversary of SSC and 85" Anniversary of SSCPS! = s
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The St Stephen’s College and Preparatory School Concert ST STEPHEN'S COLLEGE &
2023 is on its way, and we would like to express our gratitude for the PREPARATORY SCHOOI
overwhelming response and support from the St Stephen'’s community. CONCERT 2023
This time, we are thrilled to be joined by special guests, alumni, 5™ ARIDIVERSARY
parents and friends who will showcase their talents alongside our The
students. The musical Lost and Found — A Legend of Chimes Story, led
by students, will premiere on 1% and 2™ July at Xiqu Centre. We take
much pride in our production this year as it is one of the most ambitious
and meaningful ‘family reunions’ we have ever conceived. It is truly a
whole-school effort reflecting the excellent educational traditions at St
Stephen’s.
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he 120" Anniversary Thanksgiving Service for St Stephen’s College was held at St John's Cathedral on 21% February 2023.

It was attended by members of the College Council, The Right Reverend Bishop Matthias Der (Bishop of Hong Kong Island),
distinguished guests, teachers and students.

The Right Reverend Bishop Matthias Der delivered an enlightening sermon. We were all truly
blessed with the spiritual atmosphere of God's wonderful blessings for St Stephen’s College for the
past 120 years. We are truly thankful for all our Lord Jesus Christ has done for St Stephen’s College.

The Right Reverend Bishop Matthias Praising the Lord Ms Carol Yang (Principal
Der (Bishop of Hong Kong Island) of St Stephen’s College)

I |

The Reverend William Newman SSC Choir and String Ensemble Sermon by The Right Reverend
(College Chaplain) Bishop Matthias Der
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he successful three-part Outstanding Alumni Series has

finally come to an end. We would like to thank the alumni
guest speakers, who gave speeches in the fields of healthcare,
humanities and information technology, for their outstanding
contributions to the College as well as to our community. You
are a source of inspiration to all of our younger students. We
would also like to thank the Alumni Association and the PTA

for their strong support, which enabled us to successfully hold
the events on the significant occasion of the College’s 120"
Anniversary.
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fter two years of suspension, the annual SSC Family Day was successfully held on 26" February 2023, ending on a fruitful

note with over $260,000 raised. As a fundraising initiative, the Family Day united alumni, teachers, parents and students
through fun-filled activities such as student-led game stalls, football matches and orienteering. Throughout the day, musically
talented students also took centre stage and showcased their passion through busking and music performances. Accompanied
by exquisite street food snacks, guests were also able to enjoy high tea and handmade coffee art by our College Ambassador at
TSK Hall.

Behind this joyous occasion, the College Ambassadors, comprising a group of S3 to S5 student leaders, took responsibility for the
overall preparation and execution. Since November, the College Ambassadors had been leading S1 to S3 classes to plan distinctive
game stalls from scratch. Our junior form students demonstrated their creativity not only in designing booths but also through creating
amusing decorations and shooting promotional videos. Besides, ECA groups such as the Music Society, Heritage Society and the
Japanese Culture Club also set up game stalls, giving us a glimpse of their exciting activities and cultures.

Family Day wouldn't have been a success without the teamwork and hard work of our SSC
Family. Here, we extend our utmost gratitude to our Principal, Ms Yang, and teachers-in-charge
Ms Carol Wong and Ms Stephanie Chow, for their trust and guidance through this venturesome "
journey. Special thanks to our supportive class teachers for helping with the preparation, the Music >
Department for the spectacular Family Concert, the PE Department for hosting orienteering, the :
SSCPTA, the Alliance and alumnus Jody for their generous donations and efforts in setting up
booths, our alumni Stephanie and Greg for sponsoring snacks and souvenirs respectively, along with
Osmond for designing tailor-made souvenirs. Last but not least, big applause to our student helpers
from the College Ambassadors, Music Society, Heritage Society, Japanese Culture Club, Red Cross,
Community Youth Club, Cookery Club, Photography Team and IT Team for their unwavering support
and dedication. In this season of unity, let us continue to strive, fight, and win with steadfast pride!

Handmade coffee art
by student Coco Ng

|
|
|

Our College Ambassadors hosting Street food selling by our - P — |
the Family Day College Ambassadors Creative game stalls of exquisite designs

Famﬂy Concert in our new Grand Hall Preparation of game stalls from scratch

TP PGampns.

e are honoured to be recognised as a Happy

Campus by the Chief Happiness Officer
Association (CHOA) and UNESCO Hong Kong! This
is a testament to the incredible positivity and spirit that
our boys and girls, parents, teachers and staff bring to
our campus every day. The College's hardware and
software are geared towards creating a caring family.
We will continue to foster love and joy in this wonderful
space!
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Ms Siu Chi Siu, Rachel

17 is no magic number, but to me it is magical for it is the number of years | have served and lived my life at St Stephen’s.

For the past 17 years, not only is St Stephen’s my workplace, but also a place | would call home.

It is in this place where | have got to teach countless leaders of tomorrow, it is in this place | have formed lifelong friendships
with some of the loveliest people on earth, colleagues and students alike, it is also in this place | started my own family and raise
my child. It is no doubt a place anyone would call home, not just a workplace. And for that | know | am forever indebted to St
Stephen'’s, for it has so generously showered its gifts upon me for the last 17 years.

| will surely miss this place, and the people. And to the young men and women at St Stephen’s | so came to love and care
about, here is a Bible verse | would like to share with you: ‘Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set
an example [for the believers] in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.’ (1 Tim 4:12)

May God’s bountiful blessings be with you and your family today and always. Goodbye until we meet again.
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Mr Yuen Chik Shing, Patrick

To my beloved students, | have been blessed to have had the opportunity to witness your creativity and joviality in the
classroom. Your enthusiasm for learning has been a joy to behold, and all of you are full of potential. As long as you work hard,
you will definitely be able to pursue your own dreams.

To my colleagues, | want to express my gratitude for your support in the school's initiative to incorporate technology into
learning and teaching. Despite the challenges brought on by the pandemic, we have worked together to ensure that our students
receive the best possible education. | am grateful for the collaboration we have had. Thank you very much.

Finally, | want to express my sincere gratitude to our principal, Ms Yang. Thank
you for your guidance, support and encouragement over the years. You have given
me the space to try innovative pedagogies and ideas in school and have guided
me to grow professionally. For that, | am truly grateful. As you retire at the end of
this academic year, | wish you a happy and fulfilling retirement.

In closing, | want to say thank you to everyone at St Stephen's College for
making my time here so memorable. | will cherish the memories of the students |
have taught, the colleagues | have worked with and the experiences | have gained.
| am proud to have been a part of the SSC family and will always hold St Stephen's
College close to my heart.
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Ms Leung Oi Sze, Alice

It took me a long time to register the fact that | am leaving this place, where | stumbled and learnt as a fresh graduate,
where | met some of my best friends in life, and of course, where | encountered batch after batch of mischievous students whom
| shall miss dearly.

It is not an easy decision, and | got a lot of gasps when | broke the news to different parties. That said, it is time for me to
gain more exposure as an educator. | will no longer be at the frontline, but | will continue to serve in the field of education.

Working at SSC has been a bliss. | was very lucky to have met colleagues who selflessly taught me everything | needed
to know as a teacher, who gave me wise advice and guidance when | needed them most, who trusted and provided me with
responsibilities and opportunities to mature and grow professionally into the person | am today. My heartfelt thanks to every one
of you.

To all my students — | am very proud to have been your teacher. You remind me of the passion and sheer determination
one should have in life, as well as the fearlessness | once had when facing challenges and adversities. You have left an equally
significant impact on my life as | wish | have had on yours. | will miss all the talks (and gossips) we shared, all the fun (and
painful) rehearsals we had, and all the “well-mannered” parties we threw (5H: | still have that red car at home). You all have
great potentials to shine and | have faith that you will find your stage in time.

Goodbye, SSC. Until we meet again.
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